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Abstract

Background and Objectives: In order to keep up with the current developments and face them
effectively and to maintain their position in the current competitive conditions, academic libraries
need a realistic picture of their future so that they can plan and make the right decision regarding the
selection based on that. make the way to the future. Having such an image is usually possible through
systematic studies about the future. Based on this, the present research aims to review the studies
related to the future of libraries in Iran and the world and explain the gap in research, to study, review
and summarize the driving forces proposed by researchers for the future of academic libraries.

Methodology: The present research was conducted using a systematic review method. For this purpose,
related researches were extracted and reviewed in national and international databases and finally 29
works were analyzed.

Findings: From the review of researches, a list of 112 candidate driving forces affecting the future of
university libraries in eight dimensions consisting of six political, economic, social, technological,
legal and environmental dimensions (to examine the external environment) and two "structural and
managerial" dimensions. and "the nature and services of the library” which are responsible for the
internal environment were extracted. It was also found that the study of university libraries from the
point of view of future research and the process of developing preferred scenarios in the future of
these libraries is a research gap today.

Discussion: Managers and librarians of university libraries must prepare a strategic and forward-looking
plan to protect their organization from environmental changes, developments resulting from new
information and communication technologies, and effectively respond to the expectations of the
knowledge-based society. The first step in this direction is to recognize and identify the driving and
influencing forces on the future of university libraries and try to develop scenarios related to them.
Therefore, future research can be a basis for effective orientation of university libraries towards the
desired or preferred future.
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