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Abstract

The study of the axiological problems in literary studies is a fundamental direction of
modern Russian Philology. In this paper, we will first conside, the search process for
the orientations of values of Russian writers of the classical period of Russian
literature in the 19th century; and second, the spiritual themselves foundations as
ideological constants of the writers. The pursuit of Russian writers for a worldview,
the appeal to universal categories of life, the aspiration to comprehend their laws and
to apply them to the Russian reality defined the specifics of the Russian mentality and
gave the world magnificent examples of the literary creativity based on absolute
moral values.
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1. Introduction

The moral character of Russian classical literature is its distinctive feature,
beginning with early, such as The Tale of Bygone Years and The Word of Law and
Grace by Metropolitan Hilarion. Trying to comprehend their own history, ancient
Russian scribes did so in coordination with the highest ethical standards set by
Christianity. The development of different and styles only strengthened this trend,
which reached the highest point of its development in the literature in the 19th
century. No matter how the basic idea of time is embodied, through affirmation or
denial, it is inevitably centered around the concepts of the high morals and
commandments given to humanity by Christ.
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The 19th century of Russian literature is called "Golden," and the works of
this period are unconditionally recognized as classic, as they are addressed to
imperishable, eternal, absolute values. At this time, literature becomes not only and
not so much a "textbook of life" as a kind of "ideological and moral foundation" (Vail
and Genis, 1991, p. 6), and the basis for the development of philosophical thought.
Since "the deepest and most significant ideas were expressed in Russia not in
systematic scholarly works, but in completely different forms, literary. Our
penetrating, beautiful literature as is well known as some of the deepest,
philosophically comprehending life ..." (Frank, 1992, p. 474).

2. Materials and Methods

The material of consideration is the works of Russian literature of the 19th
century, as well as the critical heritage of Russian writers, classics of literature. The
research methodology is based on axiological and cultural-historical literary methods.

3. Results and Discussion

The crisis passes of Russian history left no reason for optimism. The work
of writer-realists was characterized by a tragic perception of reality, rejection of new
morals, sadness for the collapse of the old noble nests and related moral values, as
well as a sad awareness of the spiritual degeneration of the land-owning class. It is
not surprising that, despite the creative individuality of each author, the corps of
writers of the "Golden" century of Russian literature combine the search for the hero
of the time and socially useful work for him, which is embodied in the image of
unnecessary people giving attention to certain socio-psychological types; the desire
to understand the specifics of the Russian national character; keen interest in the deep
manifestations of the human soul; strengthening of psychological insight; spiritual
search; the problem of personal freedom and purposefulness of the will. "At the same
time”, as noted by Osmolovskiy (2001), “research about the person and human
relations is directed toward the solution of metaphysical and social problems.
Knowledge of human nature, in addition to self-interest, was focused on the
justification of the meaning of life and ontological values" (Osmolovsky, 2001, p. 18;
Yazdekhasti et al., 2015). Philosophically comprehending the surrounding reality,
Russian writers focused their efforts on the question of the fundamental principles of
life and the purpose of human life, by means of a synthesis of philosophical,
sociological, historical and psychological analysis.

In Goncharov (1980), the creative process of understanding reality was
protracted, since, according to the writer, "meopuecmseo mpebyem cnokotinoeo
HAOTI0O0EHUsL yoKce YCMAHOBUBLUUXCS U YCNOKOUBUUUXCSL (DOPM JICU3HIU, A HOBASL ICU3HD
CIUWKOM HOBd, OHA Mmpenewem 6 npoyecce OPONCEeHUs, Ca2aemcs Ce200Hs,
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pasiazaemcsi 3a6mpa u 8udouzmensemcs e no ouam, a no yacam" (p. 115). This is
probably due to the fact that all his novels are "
00HOI0 NOCIe008AMENbHOIO UOEet) — Nepexo0ad Om 0OHOU FNOXU PYCCKOU HCUZHU... K

C853aHbl 00HOIO 00UeI0 HUMbIO,

opyeoti " (Goncharov, 1980, p. 107), and in the center of this trilogy is the artistic
nature and the changes that occur with it during the breakup of the old socio-economic
formation and the formation of a new one. Having struck with his first novel "terrible
blow to romanticism, dreaminess, sentimentality, provincialism" (V.G. Belinsky),
Goncharov told an "ordinary story " of the spiritual development of the hero under
the influence of upbringing and circumstances, the loss of romantic illusions, and
with them the immediacy and purity of feelings wich led Alexander Aduyev to a
logical result: a collegiate adviser, a good state living, earning a lot of money and in
time marring a rich woman. However, showing two historical stages of the condition
of society, the author, on the one hand, departs from the idealization of the landowner-
patriarchal way of life, and on the other, rejects extremes of bourgeois practicality, in
this way no find in the dialogical conflict of the novel, the solution of the question of
historical development and the maintenance of progress. It is quite natural that the
title character of the novel Oblomov looks much more sympathetic and livelier than
the man of business Stolz, who appears more like a scheme necessary to the author
to solve his creative problem. Regret about the departure of the old moral principles
and awareness of the inevitability of their fracture led the artist, according to
Staroselskaya (1990), to this tragic inconsistency: "the inability and unwillingness to
understand the ‘new truth’, the craving for the ideals of the old noble nests; and, at
the same time, a clear condemnation of stagnation and ‘Oblomov sleep’, very clearly
expressed in Ordinary History and Oblomov, irreconcilability to the feudal-serf
remnants" [p. 63]. With even greater force, these contradictions are depicted in the
Precipice, where "the liberal convictions of Goncharov, his hopes that the old will
progressively disappear with the help of bloodless reform coexisted with a firm belief
in the rightness of the old morality (expressed by Tatiana Markovna Berezhkova) and
a denial of the program ‘new people’ (following Mark Volokhov)" (Staroselsky,
1990, p. 63). In creating the image of a positive hero, thinking about the possibility
of achieving spiritual harmony, Goncharov eventually comes to understand progress
as the improvement of the moral nature of man, the necessity of appropriating the
best of the old life, and on this foundation creating the new one.

The idea of the possibility of achieving harmony as a result of moral
improvement and enlightenment of the individual is near to Turgenev, who
throughout his creative life sought answers to questions about the meaning of human
existence, the spiritual foundations of existence, freedom and direction of the will. At
the same time, the writer associated moral perfection with the individual's desire to
get rid of selfish aspirations, to overcome the congenital defect of self-love, obedience
to the duty, the rationalist ethics of which the artist accepted, creatively rethinking
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the ideas of Kant, Hegel, Fichte. ‘The unnecessary person’, brought by Turgenev in
the novels of this period comes to understand his role and his place in society and
finds a possible case for him, which corresponds to the artistic task of the writer,
taking impressions from reality and drawing "OGpicTpo U3MeHsIBIIYIOCS (PU3MOHOMHUIO
pycckux moae kyiabrypHoro cios " (Turgenev, 1960-1968, p. 303) at critical
moments in the civic and social life of the country. Experiencing shock and loss,
Turgenev's hero comes to the conclusion that "orcusns He wymra u ne 3a6asa, scusmo
oadice He HaciaxicoeHue... AHcU3Hb — madxcenvii mpyd. Ompeuenue, ompeueHue
NOCMOSIHHOE — 60M ee MAUHbIl CMbICI, ee pasedoKd: He UCNOJHeHUue NH0OUMbIX
Mblcnel U MeumaHull, Kak Obl OHU 8038bIULEHHbI HU ObLIU, — UCNOJHEHUe 002d, 60M
0 uem credyem 3a60MumuvCsl 4ei08eKy, He HAJIOHCUB Ha cebsl yenell, JHcele3HblX yeneu
0osiea, He Modcem oH Oolmu, He nadas, 0o kouya ceoezo nonpuwa" (Turgenev, 1960-
1968, p. 50). Solving the dilemma of ‘personal happiness us duty’, the best Turgenev
characters inevitably choose duty, honoring the author's idea, which, in our opinion,
is due not only to his philosophical views, but also the Christian faith. The creative
thinking of the writer reflected the well-established tendency in the 19 century,
according to which the Christian worldview "is assimilated by the consciousness of
the Russian man so that it begins to work on a subconscious level" (Chernov, 1994,
p- 152). In this regard, the thought of Kurlandskaya (2001) deserves attention.
Kurlandskaya notes: "in Turgenev's worldview the forties thath primordial Russian
concepts peculiar to the Christian Orthodox consciousness have already appeared in
the fifties" (Kurlyandskaya, 2001, p. 11). In literary texts this was embodied in the
characters ' awareness of their sinfulness, guilt, the need to obey sense of duty and
humanistic ideals. This probably explains the fact that one of the stable motives in
the writer's work is the motif of the cross, understood by Turgenev's heroes, primarily
as obedience service to duty.

Therefore, obeying a sense of duty, a person overcomes his alienation from
the world. He discovers the great mystery of life: everything exists for itself, and ever
at the same time is in close relationship and he consciously joins in its eternal cycle:
"JHCU3HL MOSILKO MO20 He 0OManem, KMo He pasmMbliuisiem O Hell U, HUYe20 om Hee He
mpebys, npuHuMaem CHOKOUHO ee HeMHo2ue 0apbl U CNOKOUHO NONb3yemcs umu'
(Turgenev, 1960-1968, p. 191), "deporcuce monvko Kadx#cowlii Kpenko Ha c8oem
Mecme, He mepAll MepneHus, He Jicenail HeB03MOJICHO20, HO Oenail, HACKOIbKO
xeamaem cun" (Turgenev, 1960-1968, p. 179).

Charactering the present as a transitional time when "pazsumue nuunozo
CO3HAHUA U OMPUYAHUE HENnoCpPeOCMBEeHHbIX Udell U 3aKOHO8 (A8MOPUMEmHbIX,
nampuapxaieHulX 3aKonos macc). Yenosex, Kax JAUYHOCMb, ...CTAHOBUNCS 60
8pasicoebHoe ompuyamenbHoe OMHOuleHUe K A8MOpUmemHoMy 3aKOHY MAcCC U 6CeX.
Tepsisi nosmomy éceeda éepy u 6 boea. ...Omo cocmosinue, m. e. pacnadeHue mMacc Ha
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JUYHOCMU, UHAYe Yyusuiusayus, ecms cocmosnue oonesnennoe" (Dostoevsky, 1971,
pp- 246-248). Dostoevsky links the revival of personality and society as a whole with
Christianity, the only place where, in his opinion, "xpatinee pazsumue auunocmu u
coocmeennou eoau" (Dostoevsky, 1971, p. 246). The writer is convinced that the way
out of this painful state, in which the Russian society is contemporary found to the
author is connected with the image and teaching of Christ. According to the artist, the
highest goal of the historical development of mankind is to "docmuenyms noanoco
MO2ywecmea CO3HAHUA U pazeumus, 6NOJHe CO3HAMb C80€ 5 — U 0OMmoams Mo 8ce
camosonvbro ons ecex" (Dostoevsky, 1971, p. 248), so the writer hopes for the advent
of a Christian era, when a person does not bound "une asmopumemno, a evicuet
cmeneHu  camo80bHO U CO3HAMENbHO — HeoOXOOUMOCMb — 8038PAWjEHUS 8
Henocpeocmeennocms, 6 maccy" (Dostoevsky, 1971, p. 248) and through this unity
with all to be able to realize his "I" and gain spiritual freedom. This article allows us
to penetrate into the originality of the philosophical and artistic thinking of the writer,
to understand the laws of his characterology, in which a person is considered in
relation to the universe and to society.

The belief in the possibility of a just social order based on the religious and
moral revival of people is inherent in the great "clairvoyant spirit" Dostoevsky.

The author's ideal as a concrete sensual representation of the highest norm
of perfection and the means of its achievement is expressed, first of all, in the
emotional evaluation of the depicted, the most active side of the literary content. Let
us consider the of means this expression in the works of Dostoevsky (Feizuldayeva
et al., 2018; Kumari & Alexander, 2018).

The words ‘idea’ and ‘ideal” occur in Dostoevsky's journalism quite often.
In the period of his work after imprisonment, the writer sees the task of literature as
that, which should lead the reader to the comprehension of the highest meaning of
life. So, in 1873. in the article "About the Exhibition" Dostoevsky said that the
modern artist should not rest on his laurels, but also conquer for Russian literature the
area of the historical ‘ideal’ and the fantastic, for "umgean Beap TOXE
JEUCTBUTENIBHOCTh, TaKas >K€ 3aKOHHAas, KaK W TeKyllas JCHCTBUTEIBLHOCTBH'
(Dostoevsky, 1971, p. 301).

Such a comparison of the ideal and morality, Christianity and the "moral
state of man and society" in general is characteristic of Dostoevsky. He emphasizes
this idea repeatedly Gradovsky (1880, about Pushkin's speech): "mem-mo u cunvna
8eUKAS HPABCNBEHHAS, MbLCIb, MEeM-MO U eOUHUM OHA NIo0ell 8 Kpenuauuui coo3”
(Diary of the Writer, 1880, August).

Dostoevsky believed that moral values could not be relative. He sees danger
in the refusal of perception of reality from the point of view of Christian ethics. In
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addition, for the writer it is important that the choice and acceptance of the ideal
occurred consciously, as he also openly declares in the pages of the "Diary of the

writer": "...coenamvcs yeno6ekom Henvss pasom, a HAOO BblOEIAMbCA 8 Hel08eKd.
Tym Oucyunnuna... Mviciumenu nposozenawiarom odwue 3aKOHbl, m.e. Maxue
npasuna, 4mo ece 80pye cOenarmcs CYacmiueblMu, 6€30 8CAKOU 8bl0ENKU, MOIbKO
Obl omu npasuna Hacmynuau. [a ecau 6 smom uoean u 803MOJNiCEH Obll, MO C
He000eNaHHbIMU II0ObMU He OCYWeCmEUIUC, HUKaKue Obl npasuid, oaxjce camvie

ouesuonwvie" (Diary of the Writer, 1877, February).

Quotations of this kind can proceed, however, from this number of
statements it is obvious that Dostoevsky did not share the ideal into moral, public and
ocial for it is the "two halves" of the same general cjncept of the norm that is clearly
seen in the response to Gradovsky in the pages of Diary of the Writer , and a few
years earlier, when explaining to the reader the meaning of words on ‘stones’ and
‘loaves’: "Kamnu u xnebvl 3Hauum menepewinuti COyUaiIbHulll 0ONPoc, cpeda. Imo e
npopouecmaeo, 3mo 6ce20d OblIo. .. ... Xpucmoc omeeuan: «ne 00HUM XaebOom Ovisaem
JHCUB YENIOBEKY - M.e. CKA3AN AKCUOMY O OYXOBHOM HPOUCXOHCOEHUU UYelo8eKd.
Hvseonosa udess moznia nooxooums moibKo K uenogexy-ckomy.. Ho eciu oamv u
Kkpacomy u xneb emecme? Tozcoa Oydem omusm y uenosexka mpyo, AUYHOCHIb,
CAMON0JICePMBOBAHUE CBOUM 00OPOM padu OIUNCHE20, — OOHUM CA0BOM, OMHAMA
8¢S JCU3Hb, udean dcuznu. M nomomy ayuuie 8ozeecmums 0OUH udeai OyX08Hbuli..." .
In this statement there is no contradiction, there is only a conscious choice: civil up
exist outside the moral, it should not exist. But if reality allows for the exclusion of
morality from some aspect of life, there is only one solution: Dostoevsky chooses
"stones" and not "bread", remains "with Christ" and not with "truth".

It is well-known, that the Gospel played a special role in the life of the writer.
This book, presented by the wife of the Decembrist Fonvizina on the way to penal
servitude, remained with him until the last minutes of his life. It was with her that he
went in difficult moments and learned about his death (see Dostoevskaya Memories).
For him, inclusion in the context of the new testament is a natural form of existence
for an educated person, so he orients easily to gospel images and perceives life and
the search for its meaning through the prism of these thoughtful and deeply felt
symbols. In the journalism of the 70s on the pages of the Diary of the Writer he speaks
about it quite clearly. However, in his literary work, the writer is not so unambiguous,
and this ambiguity is a conscious tenet.

The position of Bakhtin (1972) on the polyphonism of Dostoevsky's novels
1s well known. "The object of the author's intentions is" carrying out the theme in
many and different voices, in fundamental, irreplaceable polyphony and its
discordance". This feature is explained by the fact that Dostoevsky's later works
synthesize problems on a huge scale, reflecting the author's desire for a universal
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representation of reality. Therefore, the "idea in the narrow sense" that is, the views
of the hero as an ideologist " are included in the dialogue on the basis of the same
principle (Bakhtin, "single voice" and "multiple voice")" (Bakhtin, 1972, p. 196).
This statement is controversial, although it formulates the basic principle of
Dostoevsky's artistic method.

The writer saw the art of the novelist as "expressing his goal in the faces and
images of the novel so clearly that the reader, after reading the novel, understands the
writer's thought in the same way as the writer himself understood it when creating his

1

work." Therefore, with all the" non-merging " voices of Dostoevsky's heroes,
objective and independent from each other and from the author of ideas and their
carriers, (the peculiarities of poetics noted by Bakhtin (1972)), the writer's novels
cannot be subjectively colored. Otherwise, they lose their meaning not only the novel
themselves as simple illustration of the inconsistency of life, but also the meaning of

the writer's work, turning the author from a poet into a talented, even brilliant, copyist.

Nevertheless, the specificity of the expression of the author's position in The
Brothers Karamazov is such that it often allows us to talk about the objectivism of
the image. Dostoevsky himself in terms of The Life of a Great Sinner defines that
specificity in the following way: "Cyxocms paccxaza unoeoa oo Kunw braza. Ha
I PeKmusHbIX U CYyeHu ecKuUx Mecmax — Kaxk Obl 06ce ImMuM Heve2o 0opodicums. Ho
U 81a0blYeCmMBYIOUas uoes Jcumusi ymoowl 8UOHA ObLIA, Mm.e. XOms U He 00bSCHAMb
COBAMU BCIO BAAOBIYECMBYWYIO UL U 8Ce20d OCMABIAMb ee 8 3a2adKe, HO Ymoob
yumamens 6ceeda euoe, umo udesi 3ma onazowecmusa. ... Tosce — no06Opom moeo,
00 yem noiidem pacckasz, ecex pakmos, Kaxk 6vl OecnpepwvleHO BbICMABISAEMCS YMO-
mo u 6ecnpepvi8HO NOCMAHOBIAEMCA HA 8U0 U HA nbedecmal OyOywull uyenogex"
(Dostoevsky, 1971, pp. 71-72).

The American researcher of F. M. Dostoyevsky creativity, A. Gibson, traces
the writers journey "from soil on which Christianity grows" (Notes from the
Underground), through the prelude to the religious novel (Crime and Punishment) to
his final novel, imbued to the greatest extent with Christian motifs (The Brothers
Karamazov) (Gibson, 1973). The religious aspect of Dostoevsky's work, along with
his psychological discoveries, is most interesting to western scholars. In this regard,
"Dostoevsky and His Fate" by Otto Kaus (1923), the main provisions of the subjective
criticism of Fish (1976, 1973, & 1967), Heumann's (1967) work on the Grand
Inquisitor and the problem of freedom, Rahve's (1972) study "Another Dostoevsky",
as well as Rudicina's (1972) work, which discusses the features of the worldview of
late Dostoevsky.

In speaking about the ideal and faith, the writer cannot talk about beauty and
morality, for him they are inseparable concepts, as, accurately stated by to the true
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remark of Solovyov (1990), "the good separated from truth and beauty, is only an
indefinite sense, an impotent passion, the abstract truth is an empty word, and beauty
without goodness and truth is an idol. For Dostoevsky they were only three
inseparable of the one absolute idea" (p. 44). This idea was embodied for the artist in
the person of Christ. Dostoevsky himself wrote about this clearly and definitely: "
Moral is only that coincides with your sense of beauty and with the ideal in which
you embody it... I have one moral pattern and ideal Christ...". It is appropriate in this
regard to mention another statement of the writer: "If I mathematically proved that
Christ is beyond the truth, and indeed that the truth is outside of Christ, I would rather
stay with Christ than with the truth" (Dostoevsky, 1971, p. 142).

However, from the point of view of Christian morality, life as an eternal
confrontation between good and evil deprives a person of the meaning of existence.
To save himself, a thinking person must make a choice, otherwise his consciousness,
his personality will be destroyed. Understanding this, Dostoevsky leads the reader to
such an understanding. However, ultimately sharpening the contradictions of
existence and their possible resolution, the indicates a path, not imposing his solutions
and convincing the reader to pass this way independently.

Thus, the approach to the moral ideal of the writer through empathy and
reflection on the fate of the characters is a process deeply personal and difficult, and
the understanding of its essence, largely subjective. Therefore, despite the clarity of
the author's position, various interpretations of Dostoevsky's novels have a basis in
the work itself. Its problems, types of conflicts, the system of images, the dominant
tone and the particular organization of the narrative. For Dostoevsky it is very
important to separate a direct journalistic statement from the artistic word. This is his
main discovery: life revealed in the novel is much more voluminous and
contradictory than the author's direct journalistic statement, even if it is hard-won and
honed to aphorism (Jabbari et al., 2019; Nakhaee & Nasrabadi, 2019).

The identification of the dynamics of great meanings in literature is possible
through the comparison of cultural constants and the temporary accentuation of their
semantics.

4. Conclusion

The writer's artistic reality is formed by spiritual needs (Schleiermacher,
1977; Cawelti, 1976). The national particularity of Russian literature is largely
determined by the axiological attitudes in Russian writers. In the model of the world
and the person of Russian classics there is an eternal aspiration to happiness,
freedom/will, peace, truth, good and justice. The ethical in the aesthetics of Russian
literature specifies the path of the characters, the meaning of the story and the essence
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of the author's position. For example, Tolstoy wrote "there is no greatness where there
is no simplicity, goodness and truth", Pushkin claimed the connection of truth with
love and Mikhail Lermontov's hero saw the happiness in freedom and peace. Peace,
in turn, is associated with faith in the harmonious arrangement of the world.

The 19th century, the post-reform era defined the tragic worldview of artists
of the post-reform era, largely associated with the awareness of the moral
decomposition of society and the strengthening of social contradictions, it adding to
the need to search for a comprehensive idea. And, despite the fact that the vectors of
this search were individual for each author, all writers agreed on the need for the
moral improvement of the individual, end the preservation of the best qualities of the
outgoing era. This tension in the spiritual quest brings together literary gifts,
dominating the differences that exist between them.
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